
Format:

Our board went back and forth on the format question. We realize that DRCA and/or DRBA has

held debates in the past but ultimately, we felt that the community at large has not had a lot of

opportunities to hear from each of you on your platforms, why you are running, and what you

hope to bring to the position of Mayor. In consideration of that it was decided that we wanted

this to follow more of a forum format. We will start the meeting with our normal Alexandria PD

and Sheriff's Office reports (each are typically five minutes) then move into this part of the

meeting. I will be drawing your names at random to determine order and each of you will receive

8-10 minutes to give an introduction and answer the questions that are below. The questions

were submitted by our members over the past few days and there are more than you will likely

be able to get to, so we have aggregated them into themes and look forward to hearing which

ones you choose to touch on. My suggestion is to stick to your own thoughts rather than using

your time to respond to someone prior to you. Again, we are not looking for a debate over zoom.

Questions:

Accomplishments and Goals

1. What are you most proud of accomplishing during your time on Council and/or in your
personal/professional life that you will bring to this role in the future?

2. If you are elected, what are your priorities/goals while in office?

3. For Mayoral candidates, how do you view the role as Mayor and what will you bring personally to
the position?

ACPS

1. What role do you see the City Council playing in its interactions with the School Board?

2. How would you contribute to efforts to improve outcomes for students in Alexandria (in
partnership with or in addition to the School Board)?

Revenue and Budget

1. What is the highest property tax rate you would consider appropriate under current
conditions?



2. What areas of the budget would you cut if that threshold were insufficient to fund every
priority?

3. Assuming the city continues to see a revenue shortfall, what areas of the budget do you see
the best opportunities for cost savings?

City Infrastructure and Services

1. Do you support and will you prioritize building a new high school, yes or no?

2. Del Ray is wonderfully walkable unless it rains. The sidewalks flood and don't drain for at
least 24 hours or longer. What will you do as mayor to address fixing our aged, uneven, and
oft-flooded sidewalks?

3. A number of properties in Del Ray and elsewhere are including ADUs, both new
developments and remodels. There is little to no accountability to ensure these are for extended
family members or family employees, let alone occupant numbers. Not only does this impact the
population numbers of Alexandria affecting funds allotted to the city for services, but impacts
parking and infrastructure, and neighborhood impacts.

What changes, if any, would you propose to ensure responsible building and accountability?

City/Council Operations

1. Please name two things that you think the City does well. We usually only hear about what
the City does poorly.

2. What do you feel are the most important mistakes to learn from during the last council?
Please be specific.

Historic Concerns

1. The Town of Potomac Historic District has been named one of the 11 most endangered
historic sites in the commonwealth. Should the city regulate the demolition of contributing historic
commercial and residential structures as it does in Old Town and Parker-Gray?

2. Would you support protections for the historic Town of Potomac and / Del Ray as a whole to
prevent overdevelopment from destroying the small-scale nature of Del Ray?

Potomac Yard and Lessons Learned

1. What are your thoughts about the process by which the Potomac Yard proposal was brought
forward? Would you make changes to that process? If so, what?



2. Since the vision of high-density office development has changed in Potomac Yard, would
you support revising the PY Small Area Plan, which premise was written in 24 years ago in 2010,
and engage the community in this process?

Looking forward to hosting each of you tomorrow!


